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Thirukkural - Significance as a Secular Literature
SfETrbd: SLejdr aurpSg
Chapter:The Praise of God
English Couplet 1:
A, as its first of letters, every speech maintains;
The "Primal Deity" is first through all the world's domains
Couplet Explanation:
As the letter A is the first of all letters, so the eternal God is first in the world

@mer 1:
ST W D er(PpS5bzhand b
usaem WPsH0D 2.
P-urgrnEen eferdsLd:
T(PSHESHET TOMD HETSMS Il LILIML WIS ©l&maHig (&S eirm 6.
FCUTR 2 s sSLajemer jigliLemLwng 6l&Teriy.(h&5Sng).

English Couplet 2:
No fruit have men of all their studied lore,
Save they the Purely Wise One's' feet adore
Couplet Explanation:
What Profit have those derived from learning, who worship not the good feet of
Him who is possessed of pure knowledge?
@mer 2:
sHpSaTed pw LwberenCamed eume e e
Boorer QFmprei erefie.
(P.UrSITFen eller&sLD:
ST ey euigeuns elemhGL Qenpeugenl W He F(H6uly&ener
Qsmprwd @@puurgrearme, euf sHn soelluflearmed < &lu Lwer eremen?.

English Couplet 3:
His feet, "Who o'er the full-blown flower hath past,' who gain
In bliss long time shall dwell above this earthly plain
Couplet Explanation:
They who are united to the glorious feet of Him who passes swiftly over the
flower of the mind, shall flourish long above all worlds

Manidhanaeyam Free IAS Academy

.mntfreeias.com TNPSC Group - Preliminary Exam Study Material



MANIDHANAEYAM FREE IAS ACADEMY - TNPSC GROUP - PRELIMINARY EXAM
UNIT - VIII - HISTORY, CULTURE, HERITAGE & SOCIO -POLITICAL MOVEMENTS IN TAMIL NADU

@mer 3:
wofflens glemen wrewy CEFHSTF
fooflens BGreaury eump.
P-urgrnser eferssLd:
Sjarufler swrHw wofle adpPmseL s_eefllar Apbs Hmeugsamar
Qurmphd Henansdearpeur, Qeru 2 wdled Hevawdg eumpeuri.

English Couplet 4:
His foot, "Whom want affects not, irks not grief,’ who gain
Shall not, through every time, of any woes complain
Couplet Explanation:
To those who meditate the feet of Him who is void of desire or aversion, evil
shall never come
Gper 4:
Caan@ssd Couam_men Qorerg CeiHaTiéES
wrar@w QOwenu Ge.
P-urgrnEen efer&sLd:

iy Qaumlily Qeoors sLeyefler Smeugsaner CummbS
Henenslepeuis@ erliGumgIDd ereueilSSHed Ferud Qevencv.

English Couplet 5:
The men, who on the 'King's' true praised delight to dwell,
Affects not them the fruit of deeds done ill or well
Couplet Explanation:
The two-fold deeds that spring from darkness shall not adhere to those who
delight in the true praise of God
@per 5:
QmearGsi @Qmelemenud Cspmr Qenpeush
QurmerCer Lapyflsny wr_@.
(P.UrSITFe eller&sLDd:
sLajeflen o arenwll s aN@mwll ey G s g SlerneuflLb
SMwrenwred allenerud QHeaiansd clenard Cereuddeame.
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English Couplet 6:

Long live they blest, who 've stood in path from falsehood freed;

His, 'Who quenched lusts that from the sense-gates five proceed’
Couplet Explanation:
Those shall long proposer who abide in the faultless way of Him who has
destroyed the five desires of the senses
@mer 6:

Qurflaumice gHgelgsner QUILST @WEs

Qphferpry SEeuryp eump.
(P.UrSTITFen eller&sLD:
owourf aumbeors YpsEEgw Calmssmear Halss QenmeausenLw
Qurmiwpn @uwss Cpduice Hermeur, Hlevew CQuOHD BoouTpsamns eumpeud.

English Couplet 7:
Unless His foot, 'to Whom none can compare,' men gain,
'Tis hard for mind to find relief from anxious pain
Couplet Explanation:
Anxiety of mind cannot be removed, except from those who are united to the
feet of Him who is incomparable
@mer 7:
sas@aienld Qaowrsner FrarCFFHSTTE Shemed
eT&ESeuenc LIHHD jflgl.
(P.UrSITFe eler&ESLD:

5@ UMD Qons FamaaaenLw Smeulgsamerls GQummbH
Henangflenneul HOOMD®, WHNEITSHEG LETSSUMMENI OTHH (LPlgWITg).

English Couplet 8:
Unless His feet 'the Sea of Good, the Fair and Bountiful,' men gain,
"Tis hard the further bank of being's changeful sea to attain
Couplet Explanation:
None can swim the sea of vice, but those who are united to the feet of that

gracious Being who is a sea of virtue
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@mer 8:

Spanf Jpsemen FrrCEHSMNfE &M

dWpard ghse <ifig.
P-urgrnser eferssLd:
SnEsLNs et sLaafler Hmeagsaner QurmbS Henens flemmeury
ST, wHpef CumrmeEsn QerLwwriw LHD SLOSMES SL&&
Plgwimrg.

English Couplet 9:
Before His foot, 'the Eight-fold Excellence,’ with unbent head,
Who stands, like palsied sense, is to all living functions dead
Couplet Explanation:
The head that worships not the feet of Him who is possessed of eight attributes,
is as useless as a sense without the power of sensation
@mer 9:
Carefled Qumrflullenr GemrSleoGeu eretn@ewrd S me
STEMET QUTREISTS SNa.
P-urgrnEer efer&sLd:
Calasrsbsel, uTféans sanr CUTeTn eTamr GeaMmEMmer 2.6l W &L 6|6f 6
HmeulgHener cuaTEISTHeUfl6l FHENSET LIW 6D DH6n6USETTLD.

English Couplet 10:
They swim the sea of births, the '"Monarch's' foot who gain;
None others reach the shore of being's mighty main

Couplet Explanation:
None can swim the great sea of births but those who are united to the feet of
God

@per 10:
9peill Qu@msLd BHgeur BSHsmy
Qenpousr Ig.Csym Fni.
(P.UrSTTFe eller&SLD:
QepagenLw Hmalgsener QUTmBHS Hevensdlerpeus Mpewmrdlw
Qulw SLemwE &8 (PigWd. LHPUT SLES (LPlgWITg).
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Sfanyd: eumenrpLiL
Chapter: The Blessing of Rain
English Couplet 11:
The world its course maintains through life that rain unfailing gives;
Thus rain is known the true ambrosial food of all that lives
Couplet Explanation:
By the continuance of rain, the world is preserved in existence; it is therefore
worthy to be called ambrosia.
@mer 11:
aunenrflern 2 osw euprdl ai@mgomd
STeNOIPFHD eremmenryd LTDHHI.
(P.-urgrrEer elerssLd:
wenp GQUUIW 2 &b UTPHS QIIHEUST® , WEMPWTES 20855 GUT(PLD
2 NTSEH&ES SIOPSD eTeim 2 MTSHS5ESSTGLD.

English Couplet 12:
The rain makes pleasant food for eaters rise;
As food itself, thirst-quenching draught supplies
Couplet Explanation:
Rain produces good food, and is itself food.
G@mer 12:
FUUNTSEGS FUuumu Guursds FUuunjsses
SlUumw e eny.
P-urgrnsenr eferssLd:
2 MUMTEGS 558 2 amejl Cummearseamenr allenearallssd &mHauGsm@H ,
UBGCUTTEGS STEID @F 2 ameaurs QILILS LENLPWTGLD.

English Couplet 13:

If clouds, that promised rain, deceive, and in the sky remain,

Famine, sore torment, stalks o'er earth's vast ocean-girdled plain
Couplet Explanation:
If the cloud, withholding rain, deceive (our hopes) hunger will long distress the

sea-girt spacious world.
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@mer 13:
Mean@eng CQumilfenr oNffF eNugyossH g
o carflermy oL pmid LA.
P-urgrnser eferssLd:
wenp GQUUIWILE® QUTUUELIET® , &L GBS SMD 2 O&LTS

Qmbgib vl o aGer Hevawssy Herm 2 ulfsmer cumHFHID.

English Couplet 14:
If clouds their wealth of waters fail on earth to pour,
The ploughers plough with oxen's sturdy team no more
Couplet Explanation:
If the abundance of wealth imparting rain diminish, the labour of the plough

must cease.
@mer 14:
gflenr 2. oM 2 paf Lwderened
anrfl auaThigenhs Hmeb.
P.urgrnser elerssLd:
e erereld aU@eUT euerd @Genhl el Lmed , ( 2eawmeyls QuUm(mersener
2 MTLM&GLWD) 2 e gf GQarar®h 2 pwrlLmy.

English Couplet 15:
"Tis rain works all: it ruin spreads, then timely aid supplies;
As, in the happy days before, it bids the ruined rise
Couplet Explanation:
Rain by its absence ruins men; and by its existence restores them to fortune
&mer 15:
Qs@uugre b Qs LIfEagEF sryauriwp prruGs
rHLLUZme b D L.
(P.UrSTITFen eler&sLb:
Quuwmwe arpemesd CEHEE G Wenp ; LMPUIM@TLE® GUETLD
QsL(® QBrhseurs@L FGenamwml euarCn SMEs UOOFD LMPWTGLD.
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English Couplet 16:
If from the clouds no drops of rain are shed
"Tis rare to see green herb lift up its head
Couplet Explanation:
If no drop falls from the clouds, not even the green blade of grass will be seen
@per 16:
efswfen gefaiflenr domdwp prrCs
L&D Fenwaram ifig.
(P.UrSTTFe eller&sLDd:
aunens Sl pHg weawdgefl eSPHSTD DDOTOE® : 2 &5 Sl
@rflejuirrdlu usbDLON T SMmeemWU|D SHTemr (Plgmg).

English Couplet 17:
If clouds restrain their gifts and grant no rain,
The treasures fail in ocean's wide domain
Couplet Explanation:
Even the wealth of the wide sea will be diminished, if the cloud that has drawn
(its waters) up gives them not back again (in rain)
@&mer 17:
CQpERSLQID Fenfien Gemd SigHoSLA6
srenposT STl el 6.
P-urgrnEer efer&sLd:
Cuswb sLANBHE Benrs Qsmar® safilsHCoCw QuUIWTLE®
@wrearmad, Quflu SL@Ib Her auerd GerHL GCUmELb.

English Couplet 18:
If heaven grow dry, with feast and offering never more,
Will men on earth the heavenly ones adore
Couplet Explanation:
If the heaven dry up, neither yearly festivals, nor daily worship will be offered in
this world, to the celestials
@mer 18:
SpuQur® Femenr CFderg eumerd
&GO aurCamisgLd Feur(.
P-urgrnEer efer&sLd:
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wenp Guuiwrwe Cur@reamd Qeajssde urCamisasns HenL GlLm LD

Hmallpred penLCuprg; Brer auPlurGid BenLCluprs).

English Couplet 19:

If heaven its watery treasures ceases to dispense,

Through the wide world cease gifts, and deeds of 'penitence’
Couplet Explanation:
If rain fall not, penance and alms-deeds will not dwell within this spacious world
&@mer 19:

STembd SaubQrerHL FEST eflwere &L

aumend eupmaT ©\5efl 6.
(P.-urgrrsen elerssLd:
werp Guuweldenawrearmed , @by uflu 2assde GpF QuTmLG
Qewwd grempd, W QuUIBGLH QFUbd Faipb QaoenawnGL.

English Couplet 20:
When water fails, functions of nature cease, you say;
Thus when rain fails, no men can walk in 'duty's ordered way'
Couplet Explanation:
If it be said that the duties of life cannot be discharged by any person without
water, so without rain there cannot be the flowing of water
@per 20:
Br@erm Semwwng 2wbsaflen wriwmys@L
urcT@ei) JMmLWNg @WsSS.
p.-aursrrFcneilerssLd:
lUg Ul L aufsGL B Q@Oornd 208 aurpsas L oupnrg erermmed ,
wep Qaemawramed @sswn Haabuprwed GCurgLb.
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Sfamrbd : FSz1F QUEpenw
Chapter:The Greatness of Ascetics

English Couplet 21:

The settled rule of every code requires, as highest good,

Their greatness who, renouncing all, true to their rule have stood
Couplet Explanation:
The end and aim of all treatise is to extol beyond all other excellence, the
greatness of those who, while abiding in the rule of conduct peculiar to their
state, have abandoned all desire.
@mer 21:

ewsssgl Bismr QU@ cAuuss

Caamr@w ugee geaflay.
(P.UFSTTFc eleT&SLD:
RWss5Hd Heawsg Herm udpm el Leufseler GQUmamweanwWE SPHESHTs
Curpil sameuCs mreseflen genflaumgLb.

English Couplet 22:
As counting those that from the earth have passed away,
'Tis vain attempt the might of holy men to say
Couplet Explanation:
To describe the measure of the greatness of those who have forsaken the two-
fold desires, is like counting the dead.
@mer 22:
SDHSTF CQU@mend ZFenamrssaden enauw s
@oipgreny aameflECsTeamr LDy
P.-urgrnEer eferdsLd:
upmssenerd Fnhseuiseier QUmHENLMW JeTHF Fmsed , 2&555H®
@Qgaueny NpHg QohHseuisaner samsdlHeansiCUTETDS.

English Couplet 23:
Their greatness earth transcends, who, way of both worlds weighed,
In this world take their stand, in virtue's robe arrayed
Couplet Explanation:
The greatness of those who have discovered the properties of both states of

being, and renounced the world, shines forth on earth (beyond all others).
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@mer 23:

Qmenw auamsCzflhg FaTGDDL L,LITLITF

Qumeny APERIAHH 2 0G.
P-urgrnser eferssLd:
Moty iR ereruen Gumed @uewrigreawLng 2 ererencusaflenr FomLimGEemer
AITUHSHHH msens Coplsrear_cufler QU@menLEW 2 &S
> Wipsa.

English Couplet 24:
He, who with firmness, curb the five restrains,
Is seed for soil of yonder happy plains
Couplet Explanation:
He who guides his five senses by the hook of wisdom will be a seed in the world
of heaven.
&mer 24:
2 rOaned CHTL w6l @enFHFID STLILITGH
artearargi enalblpCany 61555
P.urgrnser elerssLd:
Sfle] eaerayd H@meullenmed gwGundsearmdlu wrenensener L& Sn1&ES5
auoaauen, Coorear eiliyn@ elleng GLmermeuer.

English Couplet 25:
Their might who have destroyed 'the five', shall soothly tell
Indra, the lord of those in heaven's wide realms that dwell
Couplet Explanation:
Indra, the king of the inhabitants of the spacious heaven, is himself, a sufficient
proof of the strength of him who has subdued his five senses.
@mer 29:
pHsllsznen NN JsdelabL erryGaEmOT6n
Qb SHrCen srqur &fl.
p-urgrnsenr eferssLd:
BHG HOMETOMNGWL Y mFEmeT RUPSHU@ML I UDOMLDE S ,
argosssrflar samoaandu QbrGCear Gurgoner sTenm i, eumer.
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English Couplet 26:
Things hard in the doing will great men do;
Things hard in the doing the mean eschew
Couplet Explanation:
The great will do those things which is difficult to be done; but the mean cannot
do them
@per 26:
Qsupsflu Qsweny QuAwy Adwi
Qrupsflu QFsusT SIy.
(P.UrSTTFe eller&SLDd:
Qeueugn@ menwwne CQewasamer CFwiw eudeauGr QuAGwT].
Qeuiausn@ flu Qeudsameard QawwwrLrseuf ARCwmy.

English Couplet 27:
Taste, light, touch, sound, and smell: who knows the way
Of all the five, - the world submissive owns his sway
Couplet Explanation:
The world is within the knowledge of him who knows the properties of taste,

sight, touch, hearing and smell
@mer 27:
senaigel camgens BrHppeer gbsHen
amsagflandg s_0L 2a@.
(P.UrSTTFer eller&sLD:
semal, qefl, omm, @& BIHPL eerm GCErdeULIEL bdHen
QUMESEMETU|D QY TTUHS P audoaua@enLw Held 2 ererg 2 &Lb.

English Couplet 28:
The might of men whose word is never vain,
The 'secret word' shall to the earth proclaim
Couplet Explanation:
The hidden words of the men whose words are full of effect, will shew their

greatness to the world
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@mer 28:

fenpQ@umf wrEs;F Qu@menw Heosg

wenpQwrfl srig aN@EHL.
P-urgrnser eferssLd:
uwenr flenphs Cwmseafices auwe FrarCprfler CQU@memwerw , 2& S
S Plwrwe alami@ eaufseEnreanw wapewrfsCer sriygel@HL.

English Couplet 29:

The wrath 'tis hard e'en for an instant to endure,

Of those who virtue's hill have scaled, and stand secure
Couplet Explanation:
The anger of those who have ascended the mountain of goodness, though it
continues but for a moment, cannot be resisted
@mer 29:

Gerlwenregd GerCpil Herpry Cleugefl

sarGu s15560 3flgl.
P.urgrnser elerssLd:
oo Uarlsearmdw weameullarCGwea gl Hlerm CQuACwWTT , @
samlCurpCs SHearb Gsmereury uiaid HABHSH RMHeUMTSE SIS
SflSTEGLD.

English Couplet 30:
Towards all that breathe, with seemly graciousness adorned they live;
And thus to virtue's sons the name of 'Anthanar' men give
Couplet Explanation:
The virtuous are truly called Anthanar; because in their conduct towards all
creatures they are clothed in kindness.
&mer 30:
by erenCGuny pCaurfwd Cpeuajuilfs@Ld
Qspyeamend LLETOLT(PS cmeH.
p-urgrnsenr eferssLd:
crooor 2 FseaiLsSlan QFbeawwrer Hmener GomHbls e
RWGusT®, NCaunrCr ngeamy erarliuBGCoury 6.
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Sifsryd  Jper adlypsse
Chapter: Assertion of the Strength of Virtue

English Couplet 31:

It yields distinction, yields prosperity; what gain

Greater than virtue can a living man obtain
Couplet Explanation:
Virtue will confer heaven and wealth; what greater source of happiness can man
possess?
@mer 31:

SpuyrFgd CFodad FEID JDSHOMLBG

Y &a0 aqalam 2uljss.
P-urgrnEer eferdsLd:
Qnd fpluemuud Jeals&@w: CFdausmaud Jals@w: y mswnd
2 1N76E SSsmaW Jnsms ol perenwwnearg Ceum wrg?

English Couplet 32:
No greater gain than virtue aught can cause;
No greater loss than life oblivious of her laws
Couplet Explanation:
There can be no greater source of good than (the practice of) virtue; there can be
no greater source of evil than the forgetfulness of it
@mer 32:
IDGHD G YsEWPD Qo IJFamear
wpsseien eamifldvenc CaE@).
P.-urgrnEenr efler&sLd:
R(@H UBHELW aUTPmESEE SNHMS ol HerenWTar D Geoene:
Snsms Gumhpmod wPLiLmg NL&0&T WL Qoena.

English Couplet 33:

To finish virtue's work with ceaseless effort strive,

What way thou may'st, where'er thou see'st the work may thrive
Couplet Explanation:

As much as possible, in every way, incessantly practise virtue
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@mer 33:

@oQIb aumswrer peilenear @arGy

Qo gibeurl erédemes GlFwe.
P-urgrnser eferssLd:
QWSS g W UMSWT® , T&STIamdSTab alLmwe GCFda bl Cldard
SnFLswemals Gumpié CQewuw GCeueam®Lb.

English Couplet 34:

Spotless be thou in mind! This only merits virtue's name;

All else, mere pomp of idle sound, no real worth can claim
Couplet Explanation:
Let him who does virtuous deeds be of spotless mind; to that extent is virtue; all
else is vain show
G@mer 34.

LATHGESAT LISDH I S5D NS SN

26 Hr Ap.
P.urgrnser elerssLd:
R(Haue Ferbaded GHNL Qoersanans QHss Ceaiam@OLd. oD
SjcuauerGeu: werFieny @Oy WHNENE ,TUTTS &eTenLD
2 ML WENE.

English Couplet 35:

"Tis virtue when, his footsteps sliding not through envy, wrath,

Lust, evil speech-these four, man onwards moves in ordered path
Couplet Explanation:
That conduct is virtue which is free from these four things, viz, malice, desire,
anger and bitter speech
@mer 39:

SWsarm aurtaugel Qeramssmd BHrew@Ld

Qussr Quetpg ipL.
p-urgrnsenr eferssLd:
Qurpren, g g, Serd, sHECETO PHu QHF BTG GSHOESEHSGLD
QLBOsTHESTLO Jeupemnsd S d5F RUWSUCH DLTGLD.
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English Couplet 36:

Do deeds of virtue now Say not, "To-morrow we'll be wise';

Thus, when thou diest, shalt thou find a help that never dies
Couplet Explanation:
Defer not virtue to another day; receive her now; and at the dying hour she will
be your undying friend
@per 36:

Sjeipleurd erereungl PEHOFUS WLHDS

Qurerpiisred QUTETDTS Flewewr.
(P.UrSTTFe eller&SLDd:
@Qenererrns 2 etereuf ,  Lpasrwgdle UTFHFH CQEsmeTeTEOND 6T 6D
craremmosd b GCFuw Ceuamr@w. 9 Geu 2L Pl srws e
QP FlememrinGLb.

English Couplet 37:
Needs not in words to dwell on virtue's fruits: compare
The man in litter borne with them that toiling bear
Couplet Explanation:
The fruit of virtue need not be described in books; it may be inferred from

seeing the bearer of a palanquin and the rider therein
@mer 37:
IIpS3T1H DCcuen Cauawrn Hellens
QuryssTCorm@® esfHSTen GenL
P-urgrnEen eler&sLd:
Ue&mas SLUemIb s5arGoalmbs eaibg CFdeCouraywrdw
Sjaufseaflen_Cw psHen Lwenr Qoo erenm FomGeuewnrim.

English Couplet 38:
If no day passing idly, good to do each day you toil,
A stone it will be to block the way of future days of moil
Couplet Explanation:
If one allows no day to pass without some good being done, his conduct will be a

stone to block up the passage to other births
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@mer 38:

efpprer LLNend Herprhilen -6l mmeusn

aumPpprer afueL &G0 &6.
P-urgrnser eferssLd:
@@aie b CFUw seudw BIeT FHULISMM NSNS
Qewieurenmenmed G euenm 2L Garp eumrpd Brer eu@mbd Mmed
aflen JMLEGLD HOMGLD.

English Couplet 39:
What from virtue floweth, yieldeth dear delight;
All else extern, is void of glory's light
Couplet Explanation:
Only that pleasure which flows from domestic virtue is pleasure; all else is not
pleasure, and it is without praise
&@mer 39:
IIpSsren aumauGy Qerubd wHGPOTD
LUpSs Usub Q.
P.urgrnser elerssLd:
SIDCBMuiled aumpeugenr Lwenns cuauGs Qerur@GL. HMS5CHTH
QUTEBBHSTO® GUHEUET GTOMMD Q6L Qdarsama: LSH(PLD Qoansama.

English Couplet 40:
'"Virtue' sums the things that should be done;
'"Vice' sums the things that man should shun
Couplet Explanation:
That is virtue which each ought to do, and that is vice which each should shun
&@mer 40:
Qswpure Cermw IJPCar @HBUNG
gwpure GCammw uLLfl.
p-urgrnsenr eferssLd:
@@euen eumpprafiice pwundl Cuplsrar® CFLWSSsE55H HDGWL.
Qesliwrmwe &r55 OCsmaargsssg ULHGW.
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